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In the fall of 2024, the adult programming team of Trinity United Methodist Church in Wilmette 
planned a series of community conversations on immigration. With increasing anti-immigrant 
rhetoric and policies at the national level, the team realized the importance of these 
conversations and sought to attract a diverse cross-section of interested people. Diversity in 
age, faith-group affiliation, public/private, and cultural backgrounds would surely result in 
richer conversation. Information, rather than pitching a particular perspective, was the point 
but the hope was that participants in the series might come to a point where they would see 
that they had a role to play – that as citizens they had a stake, a value perspective, and 
potentially a call to action in responding to immigration in the Chicago region. 
 
Five meetings were planned, the first meetings in greater detail and the latter shaped by the 
experience in the earlier meetings. The meetings included: 

January 19 – Legal Rights & Advocacy with Claudia Marchan 

February 2 – Migrant Journey to Chicago with Professor Katy Arnold 

February 16 – Chicago Mosaic with Profs Amy Tyson, Chris Green, & Story Authors 

March 2nd – Welcoming the Stranger Book Review and Discussion with David 
Handley 

March 16th – Mobilizing Community Resources with Martha Name and Julie Stark 

 
In order to reach the audience mix that could have an impact, Trinity Wilmette solicited 
numerous organizations who might have influence and a network to help make the 
“Welcoming the Stranger” series a success. Twelve organizations agreed to be listed as 
cooperating organizations, a status that was very loose and required nothing specific of the 
organization other than informing their members and constituents of the series. The twelve 
who accepted the invitation included: Bahá'ís of Wilmette, Building Peaceful Bridges, 1st 
Congregational Church of Wilmette, 1st Presbyterian Church of Wilmette, Healing Everyday 
Racism in Our Schools (HERO)/Action-based Book Club, National Charity League, North Shore 
Neighbors say Bienvenidos, Rotary Club of Wilmette, Scouting America Troop 3 Wilmette, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Trinity Church Nursery School (TCNS), Wilmette Food Pantry. 
 
Attendance at the five meetings of “Welcoming the Stranger” varied from as few as 20 to over 
60 with approximately 120 different individuals joining one to all five of the meetings. Sixteen 
post-series survey respondents from a possible 80 individuals who had registered to attend at 
least one of the meetings provide important insight into the motivations, experience, and 
outcome of attending the meetings. Key results follow: 
 
  



Overall Satisfaction – How satisfied were you in attending Welcoming the Strangers programs? 

Very satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied 

10 6    

 
Promotion and awareness – What drew you to attend? 

5 Trinity email 

4 Friend 

1 Trinity FaceBook Page 

2 Trinity Sunday announcement 

3 Promotion by another organization 

 Trinity banner 

1 Other 

 
Sign up and communication – How satisfied were you with the sign up and event 
communication? 

Very satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied 

12 4    

 
Event organization – How would you rate the organization of the event? 

Excellent Good Fair Poor Very Poor 

13 3    

 
What motivated you to attend the Welcoming the Stranger series? (Check all that apply) 

15 Topic of current critical importance 

6 Quality of the speaker(s) 

9 Wanted to hear others’ views 

10 Commitment to social justice 

3 I was representing my organization 

7 Build a network of caring citizens 

 
Outcome for you – What was your most important realization from attending? 

6 The dynamics of immigration are very complicated 

1 Immigration impacts everybody 

4 This community cares about immigration 

4 I can do something to help 

 I met new people 

1 Other 

 
Venue and Facilities – How would you rate the venue and facilities? 

Excellent Good Fair Poor Very Poor 

7 7 2   

 



Future Topics for Community Conversations – Which of the following topics interest you most? 
(Check all that apply) 

10 Mental health concerns and resources in the community 

2 Achieving fulfillment in retirement 

4 Parenting that fosters resilient children 

4 Managing social media and potential impacts 

12 Build a diverse and inclusive community 

 Other 

 
How likely are you to attend future Trinity Community Conversations or other events? 

Very likely Likely Unsure Unlikely Very Unlikely 

8 5 3   

 
These results confirm the importance of Trinity Wilmette’s Community Conversation approach 
and the timely selection of “Welcoming the Stranger” as a focus. The overall evaluation, view of 
communication, and event management were very high. The observational evidence of who 
attended confirmed the essential role of cooperating organizations in reaching a broad 
audience. 
 
This Trinity Wilmette Community Conversations reinforce the importance of community-based 
work among a variety of faith-based, community, and social justice organizations. Wilmette is a 
better community because it actively strives to serve its residents and visitors. Wilmette is also 
a better community when stakeholders come together to explore issues of shared interest. 
Based on the success of this 1st series, Trinity Wilmette will continue to be a gathering place for 
thoughtful community members who seek to explore topics of shared importance. 
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